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On Sept. 24, at a press conference in San Jose (Costa Rica), spokesperson for the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) Tirso Canales said the rebels have launched a new political
platform that recasts relations with the US, and takes into account "the interests and needs" of
all organized sectors of Salvadoran society, with the exception of the army and the Nationalist
Republican Alliance (ARENA). According to Canales, relations with the US "will be expanded
and improved," based on the "realities" of the US as a major power in Central America, and
on Washington's recognition of Salvadoran sovereignty and self- determination. The program
proposes a "democratic revolution" grounded in the end of militarism, a new socio-economic order,
national democratization, and the "rescue" of Salvadoran sovereignty and foreign policy. Among
other things, the FMLN proposes the total dismantlement of the army, agrarian reform, the end
of "ecological chaos," termination of gender inequities, independence of the judiciary, and strict
observance of human rights. (Basic data from AFP, 09/24/90)
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